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Request for Continued Examination 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
08/04/2006 has been entered. An action on the RCE follows: 

Claims 5, 15, 18, 19, 48, 7, 8, 10-14, 26, 27, 29, 30 and 34-36 are amended. The 
applicant's argument, see pages 8-12, with respect to the rejection(s) of claims under 35 
U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, and prior art have been fully considered, and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejections are withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of prior art below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 5, 10. 14, 15, 18, 26, 35 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated bv Agulnick et al. (US 5,347,295) hereinafter Aqulnick. 

4. As to claim 5, Agulnick teaches detecting a physical presence proximate to or 
contact the auxiliary control for a first predefined period without the physical presence 
causing the auxiliary control to be activated in col. 8 line 52 -col. 9, line 17; 
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in a first application program, displaying a first display widget on the display 
screen responsive to said step of detecting the first display widget providing status 
information associated with the auxiliary control in the first application program; in the 
second application program is different from the first context, displaying a second 
display widget on the display screen responsive to said detecting, the second display 
widget providing status information associated with the auxiliary control in the second 
application program in fig. 23-28 and col. 18 line 19-28. 

5. As to claim 1 5, Agulnick teaches further comprising the steps of detecting 
absence of the physical presence proximate to or contacting the auxiliary controj for a 
second predefined period while displaying the display widget; and discontinuing display 
of the display widget, responsive to detecting the absence of the physical presence in 
col. 16, lines 39-55. 

6. As to claim 18, Agulnick teaches wherein the auxiliary control is one of a button 
or a key [a mouse button or a key of a keyboard, see col. 6, line 47, and col. 7, line 6-7]. 

7. As to claim 48, Agulnick teaches wherein the first display widget and the second 
display widget are different in col. 18 line 19-28. 

8. Claim 10 shares the same limitations as those of claim 5 and therefore the 
rationale for rejection will be the same. 

9. As to claim 14, Agulnick teaches detecting a physical presence proximate to or 
contact the auxiliary control for a first predefined period without the physical presence 
causing the auxiliary control to be activated in col. 8 line 52 -col. 9, line 17; 
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displaying a first display widget on the display screen responsive to said step of 
detecting, the first display widget providing status information associated with the 
auxiliary control in the first context, the status information including a task bar (440) in 
fig. 7 and col. 11 lines 19-25, and col. 18 line 19-28. 

10. As to claim 26, Agulnick teaches detecting a physical presence proximate to 
or contacting the auxiliary control for a predefined period without the physical presence 
causing the auxiliary control to be activated in col. 8 line 52 -col. 9, line 17; and 
displaying a display widget on the display screen responsive to said step of detecting, 
the display widget providing status information associated with the auxiliary control, 
the status information identified only applying to a single active application program 
(308) in fig. 8 and col. 11 lines 19-25, and col. 18 line 19-28. 

1 1 . Claim 35 shares similar limitations to those included in claim 5 and therefore the 
rationale of rejection will be the same. Claim 35 has the added limitation "wherein the 
status information identifies at least one of time, date, location, file type and size of most 
recently saved file." Agulnick further discloses that limitation in Fig. 26 col. 14 lines 7-13. 

12. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Mastronardi (US 6.346.951). 

13. As to claim 7, Mastronardi teaches detecting a physical presence proximate to 
or contacting the auxiliary control for a predefined period without the physical 
presence causing the auxiliary control to be activated; and displaying a display widget 
on the display screen responsive to said step of detecting, the display widget providing 
status information associated with the auxiliary control, the status information 
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identifying at least one of track name, track time remaining, track length, album title 
and album length in a multimedia application in fig. 7-9 and col. 5 line 45 -col. 6 line 20. 

14. As to claim 8, Mastronarki teaches wherein said step of displaying further 
includes displaying in the display control panel in fig. 9 col. 7 lines 3-44. 

15. Claims 12, 13, 27, 29, 34 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tannenbaum et al. (US 5.252,9510) hereinafter Tannenbaum. 

16. As to claim 12, Tannenbaum teaches detecting a physical presence proximate 
to or contacting the auxiliary control for a predefined period without the physical 
presence causing the auxiliary control to be activated; and displaying a display widget 
on the display screen responsive to said step of detecting, the display widget providing 
status information associated with the auxiliary control, the status information identifying 
currently running applications in col. 17 line 68 -col. 18 line 16. 

17. As to claim 13, Tannenbaum teaches further comprising the step of placing an 
identified application in the foreground of the display screen, responsive to a user's 
selection of the application using the auxiliary control [at least one overlapped 
application or target application is a foreground, see col. 18 lines 17-23 or lines 57-63]. 

18. As to claim 27, Tannenbaun teaches detecting a physical presence proximate to 
or contacting the auxiliary control for a predefined period without the physical presence 
causing the auxiliary control to be activated; and displaying a display widget on the 
display screen responsive to said step of detecting, the display widget providing status 
information associated with the auxiliary control, wherein a type of status information 
associated with the auxiliary control displayed when a first application program is active 
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is different from a type of status information associated with the auxiliary control 
displayed when a second application program is active in col. 17 line 35 -col. 18 line 3. 

19. As to claim 29, Tannenbaun teaches detecting a physical proximate to or 
contacting the auxiliary control for a predefined period without the physical presence 
causing the auxiliary control to be activated; and displaying a display widget on the 
display screen responsive to said step of detecting, the display widget providing status 
information associated with the auxiliary control, wherein the status information is 
messaging related information including one of the number of new or unread regular or 
high priority messages, and in box window, brief information regarding at least one of 
the most recently received messages, and alert status in fig. 4 and col. 9 lines 3-67. 

20. Claim 34 shares similar limitations to those included in claim 12 and therefore 
the rationale of rejection will be the same. Claim 34 has the added limitation "wherein 
the status information identifies contents of a clipboard." Tannenbaum further discloses 
in col. 20 line 67-col. 21 line 16. 

21 . Claim 36 shares similar limitations to those included in claim 12 and therefore 
the rationale of rejection will be the same. Claim 36 has the added limitation "wherein 
the auxiliary control is a key representing a mathematical operator, and in a 
spreadsheet application, the status information identifies the result if the mathematical 
operator is applied to data in a spreadsheet." Tannenbaum further discloses in col. 20 
lines 37-43. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Agulnick 
in view of Murai et al (US 5,635,958) hereinafter Murai. 

Agulnick teaches all of the claimed limitation of claim 5, except wherein the 
physical presence is a hand of a user. 

Murai teaches the proximity detector that detects the proximity or touch of a 
user's finger in the abstract. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the proximity detector of Agulnick to have the proximity 
by finger as taught by Murai because this would prevent occurrence of a key entry error 
and to reduce the number of times of key operations (Murai's abstract). 

24. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Agulnick 
in view of Johnson et al (US 6,489.974) hereinafter Johnson. 

Agulnick teaches all of the claimed limitation of claim 10, except wherein the first 
auxiliary control is a microphone. 

Johnson teaches a touch screen having an icon which is a microphone in fig. 1 , 
col. 3, line35-37. 



Application/Control Number: 09/804,496 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2629 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the application program of Agulnick including the icon of 
the microphone as taught by Johnson because this would provide automatic notification 
to a user of an object prompt mode, regardless of the activity that the user is engaging 
in (Johnson, col. 1, lines 64-67). 

25. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Agulnick 
in view of Newman et al (US 5.983.245) hereinafter Newman. 

Agulnick teaches detecting a physical presence proximate to or contacting the 
auxiliary control for a predefined period without the physical presence causing the 
auxiliary control to be activated in col. 8 line 52 -col. 9, line 17; 

displaying a display widget on the display screen responsive to said step of 
detecting, the display widget providing status information associated with the auxiliary 
control in fig. 23-28 and col. 18 line 19-28. 

Agulnick teaches all of the claimed limitation, except wherein when a web 
browser is an active application program the status information includes at least one of 
the most recently used searches, at least one of the most recently obtained search 
results, identification of previous and next web pages which may be visited, list of 
favorite web pages, and current page loading information. 

Newman teaches that limitation in fig. 6 and col. 6 lines 19-27, and col. 9, lines 
45-col. 10-11 line 2. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the applicant program of Agulnick to have the web 
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browser as taught by Newman because this would provide very long URLs that may be 
used throughout a web site need not manually typed-in over and over again (Newman, 
col. 11, lines 3-14). 



26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEVIN M. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7697. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU from 8:00-6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, a supervisor 
RICHARD A. HJERPE can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8000. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the Patent Application Information Retrieval system, see 
http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Kevin M. I)dguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2629 



KMN 

October 18, 2006 



